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Computing Intent Statement  

What is Computing? 

Computing is the study of computers that includes how computers work and how 

information technology is used safely and effectively. 

Intent 

At John Wheeldon Primary Academy, our aim is to provide children with a high-

quality computing education which equips them to use computational thinking and 

creativity to understand and change the world. Our computing curriculum, based 

on the 2014 National Curriculum for Computing, recognises that computing has 

deep links with mathematics, science and design and technology (STEM). By 

studying computing, pupils will build their knowledge and understanding of 

technical skills, such as programming and learn to use a range of applications, 

which they will use in everyday life. Our aim is to provide a computing curriculum 

that is designed to balance both broad and deep knowledge of technology 

alongside opportunities to apply skills in various digital contexts. We aim to 

develop children’s enquiring and analytical minds and spark an interest in them 

to find out more, and seek to find out how to make things better. 

Implementation 

At John Wheeldon Primary Academy we aspire to give all children an 

opportunity to gain knowledge beyond their experience. We understand that 

there will be extensive differences between children’s experience and exposure 

to technology. Therefore, our staff are equipped with the expertise to address 

these differences and support and challenge where needed. 

Our computing curriculum is taught using an online platform called Purple Mash.  

Purple Mash hosts an exciting ‘mash-up’ of curriculum focused activities, 

creative tools, programs and games to support and inspire creative learning 

every day. This ensures that children are able to develop depth in their 

knowledge and skills over the duration of each of their computing topics.  As 

Purple Mash is online, children can continue their learning anywhere and anytime. 

Each user receives an individual login to save and retrieve their work. Our 

computing curriculum is split into the following key skill areas: 

Digital literacy 



  

G Edensor May 2023 
 

Computer science 

Information technology 

These key skills are revisited in each year group and there are clear steps of 

progression as children move through the key stages. The planned learning 

sequence ensures that knowledge and understanding is layered each year so that 

children begin to develop their own skill set within each area. As a staff team, 

we ensure that we work closely together across key stages to promote a clear 

understanding of how foundational knowledge of computing skills is built up each 

year to ensure a secure understanding and application. 

Our school has a newly refurbished computing suite and children also have class 

iPads and Chrome books. This enables children to use computers for a range of 

purposes and across the wider curriculum, as well as in discreet computing 

lessons.  

Online safety is an area that is revisited each term in every year group. We 

ensure that children know where to go for help when a concern arises online and 

are able to talk about the importance of using technology safely and 

respectfully.  

One of our school priorities is to develop whole school oracy (vocabulary and 

communication) With this in mind, we have given close consideration to how our 

computing skills can link to developing children’s oracy. Our computing 

curriculum ensures that children acquire technical computing vocabulary and use 

it accurately.  Developing domain specific language is key to pupils’ 

understanding of substantive and disciplinary concepts. Mastery of computing 

vocabulary supports pupils in moving from novice, towards expert computer 

scientists. 

Impact 

Children will leave our school being digitally literate, by building on prior 

knowledge each year they will be able to use, and express themselves and 

develop their ideas through, information and communication technology. Our 

children will understand that computing is a future learning and career path 

open to all pupils. During their time with us we ensure that children become 

responsible, competent and confident users of information and communication 

technology. Children leave John Wheeldon Primary Academy with the skills 

equipped, embedded and required for secondary school.   

 

We are PROUD of all we do! 


