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History Intent Statement 

 

What is History? 

History is a study of the past, it can help us to understand the present 

and make better choices for the future.  

 

At John Wheeldon Primary Academy, our history curriculum aims to 

engage all children and allow them to develop their investigative and 

reflective skills as historians. As part of a topic lead programme, children 

become immersed in their topic and delve deeper into historical time 

periods – making links to events in their own living memory. 

 

Intent 

 

The intent of our History curriculum is to deliver a high-quality history 

education to help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Though various teaching 

strategies, we aim to maximise the outcomes for every child so that they 

know, remember and understand more. Children will be taught the rich 

heritage of the area that they live and the significant people from their 

locality that have impacted British history. Our history curriculum aims 

to inspire pupils’ curiosity to know and explore more about the past. 

We aim to help our pupils to understand the complexities of people’s lives, 

the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships 

between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges 

of their time.  

 

All children will be given the opportunity to increase their understanding 

of the present in the context of the past. They will use their skills in 

enquiry, analysis, evaluation, and argument while developing a sense of 

identity. We want our children to embrace and celebrate being an integral 

part of our local school history and share with us their own family 

history. We want our children to see their value and importance of how 

they are contributing to their own story and creating history.  
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Implementation 

 

 

Our history curriculum is delivered using our termly topics as a stimulus. 

These topics are mapped out throughout school to ensure coverage and a 

deliberate sequence of progression. By ensuring we follow the history 

objectives from the National Curriculum we have topics that enable 

children to make links and form historical comparissons. We encourage 

our children to ask perceptive questions and complete both guided and 

independent research. When delving into different time periods we give 

opportunity for our children to think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. As the curriculum 

progresses across school children will gain a more informed historical 

perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts.  

Our curriculum is split into key historical skills:   

 

Constructing the past 

Sequencing the past/Chronology 

Continuity and change 

Cause and effect 

Significance and interpretation 

Carrying out a historical enquiry 

Using sources as evidence 
 

One of our school priorities is to develop whole school oracy (vocabulary 

and communication) With this in mind, we have given close consideration 

to how our history skills can link to developing children’s oracy. Our 

history curriculum ensures that children acquire key historical vocabulary 

and use it accurately. Children will be exposed to abstract terms such as 

‘empire’ ‘trade’ and ‘civilisation’ Pupils will develop a wide body of 

substantive knowledge of how past societies in Britain and the wider 

world were built, operated and changed over time and how societies 

influenced others. They will make connections and comparisons both 

written and verbally.  

 

At John Wheeldon Primary Academy we aspire to give all children an 

opportunity to gain knowledge beyond their experience. We understand 

that there will be extensive differences between children’s experience 

and exposure to historical stories and events. We will be sharing and 

discussing stories and lessons from the past which children may not 
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otherwise have the opportunity to hear and consider how these have and 

will impact on future events.  

 

We ensure that high quality resources are used as well as planned 

external trips to give all of our children a firsthand, memorable 

experience. We also use a digital story telling technology to enhance 

children’s experiences and understanding. Our children are curious and 

motivated to discover more about the history of the world they live in. 

We build on this natural inquisition by encouraging them to question and 

discover. 
 

Impact 

 

Children will understand and use the key skills of: chronological 

understanding, knowledge and understanding of events in the past and 

historical interpretation and enquiry. All children will be given the 

opportunity to achieve and thrive when looking at events and impact from 

the past and develop their skills as historians.As historians, children will 

learn lessons from history to influence the decisions they make in their 

lives now and in the future.  

 

Our children will leave us with a clear understanding of why history is so 

important to them and their own unique story. They will be beginning to 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 

diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well 

as their own identity and the challenges of their time. They will have an 

understanding of how history can shape the future and how they are a 

dynamic and unique part in this.  

 

We are PROUD of all we do! 

 
 
 
 


