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Writing Intent Statement 

 

Intent  
 

At John Wheeldon Primary Academy (JWPA) we have created a progressive writing curriculum 

that aims to engage, excite, motivate, inspire and challenge our pupils while developing a love of 

writing. We aim to provide a clear purpose to write so that children are aware of their audience 

and writing intentions. These outcomes are then linked directly to the grammar objectives for 

their year group.  

 

Our pupils will be provided with exciting writing opportunities and experiences that will develop 

enthusiasm as well as a love of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Our pupils will have a 

positive attitude towards communication and will have the ability to speak fluently and listen 

carefully. They will develop a rich and extensive vocabulary that they will use to compose 

written pieces covering a wide range of genres.  

 

Our pupils will be confident when discussing grammatical terminology and will know which 

grammatical devices will have the greatest impact on their readers. Their skills will be applied 

effectively to their writing and edited to suit the intended purpose. Our pupils will write clearly, 

accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style for a range of contexts, purposes 

and audiences. They will take pride in the presentation of their work and will develop a legible, 

cursive style of handwriting.  

We want all of our pupils to be proficient writers, spellers and speakers, who can transfer their 

English skills to other curriculum subjects and who are prepared for the next steps in their 

education, therefore, we believe in making purposeful links with English and other curriculum 

areas. Our long term plans show how we can link our English and our topic lessons together.  Our 

use of progression maps ensure that a variety of genres are progressively taught and built upon 

throughout the year and throughout school. When children have been taught a specific genre in 

an English lesson they will have the opportunity to apply these skills to the same genre linked to 

a foundation subject.  

 

 

Implementation  

 

 Our writing curriculum has been designed specifically for our pupils here at JWPA. We 

have devised our own way of teaching writing:  ‘Writing - the Wheeldon Way’. This approach 

develops pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary, teaching them how to 

write within specific genres and which structural and language features to include to be 

successful.  
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Narrative Immersion 

 

Through research and training, we have identified the need for children to experience and 

immerse themselves into high quality texts that with engage and spark their imagination. We are 

aware of the needs of our school demographic and that we have many children that will not have 

experienced the events they will encounter within texts. We identify the need for a clear 

purpose to write and so aim to provide this using our narrative immersion sessions. These 

sessions happen at the beginning of a unit of work and give the children the opportunity to 

explore high quality vocabulary and have a clear purpose and desire to write. We use a range of 

drama strategies to engage children including role on the wall, hot seating, conscience alley and 

thought tracking. We then plan another narrative immersion session before starting our writing 

journey. The aim of this is to strengthen vocabulary choices and revisit the purpose and 

audience for our end writing outcome. Children leave these sessions with a desire to write, a 

rich bank of vocabulary and a clear purpose and audience for their piece.  

 

Grammar  

 

Grammar and punctuation objectives are taught explicitly through a progressive learning journey 

that provides learners with a range of consolidation opportunities to embed learning before 

finally applying skills within independent writing opportunities.  

 

This learning journey is broken down as follows: 
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This demonstrates that at each stage there is an explicit reinforcing of grammar through 

shared definitions and sentence stems. All new learning starts by revisiting prior knowledge. 

This knowledge has been explicitly mapped out progressively for Grammar, punctuation and 

spelling and for each genre across the year groups. All staff are aware of prior learning and 

consider this carefully when planning and delivering an objective or teaching a genre.  

Throughout each stage of this grammar journey staff are ensuring than children are confident 

when applying a grammar skill before moving on. This may be through additional practice which 

can be on an individual, group or whole class basis. The grammar journey begins with the 

identification and use of the grammar being taught and modelled explicitly to the children. At 

each grammar step, these scaffolds are slowly reduced until children are confident to use the 

grammar objective within their own work accurately and effectively.  

 

In addition to this grammar journey, daily ‘sentence not sentence’ sessions give an opportunity 

for children to apply their grammar knowledge and understanding to correcting sentences to 

make them grammatically correct. By using this daily activity, gaps in knowledge can be 

addressed and learning reinforced. Children are encouraged to verbalise their responses to the 

given sentences in order to clearly explain why or why not a sentence is grammatically accurate. 

Repetition of key stem sentences is vital within this process to reinforce understanding of 

specific grammar use.  

 

Following these 8 grammar steps, children then begin their writing journey, designed to explore 

the genre features and give additional time to consolidate grammar understanding by identifying 

it within high quality texts. 

 

This learning journey is broken down as follows: 
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This shows that children have specific sessions dedicated to planning, drafting and editing their 

piece. At each point in this journey, children are able to evaluate and reflect on their use of 

both taught grammar objectives and genre features. Each of these lessons will focus on 

preparing and refining their written work so that it showcases their writing ability.  

 

 



J Robertson September 2024 
 
 

Writing within EYFS 

 

Drawing club information  

 

Drawing Club involves focused group sessions that allow children to explore texts and use their 

imagination to respond to and create stories. These sessions place emphasis on children’s 

creativity, immersing them in to texts that they are able to both recite and retell. A central aim 

of this approach is children’s vocabulary development, recognising the need for our children to 

be able to confidently talk in sentences before writing. Lessons initially focus on developing 

children’s fine motor skills using pencil control and grip and their oral comprehension so they can 

draw and talk about their story. As children progress, they are able to form independent 

sentences in line with their phonic understanding.  

 

Impact  

 

 The impact of our purposefully designed writing curriculum is that our pupils are 

enthusiastic and confident learners who take pride in the work that they produce. They can 

write for a range of purposes and use a wide range of different genres. They have the 

knowledge and skills to be able to write successfully for a purpose and audience. They have the 

ability to plan, draft, edit and improve their work. They can manipulate language, grammar and 

punctuation to create effect and consider impact on the reader. They can use stem sentences to 

describe grammatical terminology and can edit a sentence to ensure it is grammatically correct 

using the knowledge they have acquired.  

They are motivated learners who are empowered for the future and know the purpose behind 

writing. They understand the importance of English and can transfer the skills that they have 

learnt from subject to subject.  

Our pupils enjoy their lessons and are immersed in their learning, gaining an informed 

understanding of different text types and their purpose.  

They will possess skills that will help them throughout, and beyond, their educational lives.  

 

  

We are PROUD of all we do! 

 

 

 


