
 

 

 
Books to Read Before You Leave  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Our Reading Offer- Books to Read Before you Leave. 

At John Wheeldon we link our topics with high-quality, rich class texts and use these to ignite our children’s imaginations as well as to embed 

learning being covered across the curriculum to deepen understanding. These text have been carefully selected with our children in mind and 

done so in collaboration with all school stake holders.  

It is absolutely important that children read and experience whole books and novels so our reading offer promotes children exploring a variety of 

picture books, poetry, non-fiction and fiction texts in full.  

Our class texts also form the main stimulus for writing and reading lessons as part of our wider English curriculum, as well as linking to our broad 

curriculum. Our children become highly competent and confident readers by reading a range of texts types across the curriculum, and their class 

text is supplemented by non-fiction and poetry reading materials.  

“First we learn to read, then we read to learn!” 

 



 

EYFS Dark Nights/Bright Lights Animal Antics Journeys to the Past 
 Oliver’s Vegetables Alison 

Bartlett 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

Little Red Riding Hood 

The Three Little Pigs 

The Little Red Hen 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Cinderella 
Usborne Illustrated Fairy 

Tales 

The Gingerbread Man 

Diwali 

The Jolly Christmas 

Postman Allan Ahlberg 

The Nativity 

Owl Babies Martin Waddell 

Day Monkey Night Monkey 

Julia Donaldson 
Usborne Illustrated Fairy 

Tales 

Handa’s Surprise  Eileen 

Browne 

Giraffes Can’t Dance Giles 

Andreae 

Penguin Small Mick Inkpen 

Lost and Found  Oliver 

Jeffers 

The Wolfs way home  
Rachel Bright 
Usbourne Illustrated Animal 

Stories 

Commotion in the Ocean  
Giles Andreae 

Tiddler  Julia Donaldson 

Sharing a Shell  Julia 

Donaldson 

Snail and the Whale Julia 

Donaldson 

The Rainbow Fish 

Someone Swallowed Stanley 
Sarah Roberts 
Usbourne Illustrated Animal 

Stories 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  Eric Carle 

Spinderella  Julia 

Donaldson 

The Bad-Tempered 

Ladybird  Eric Carle 

Jasper’s Beanstalk Nick 

Butterworth 

Superworm  Julia 

Donaldson 

What the Ladybird Heard  

Julia Donaldson 
You Choose in Space by 

Pippa Goodhart 

Supertato Sue Hendra 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

Am I yours?  Alex Latimer 

Tyrannosaurus Drip  Julia 

Donaldson 

Dinosaurs Love Underpants 
Claire Freedman   

Harry and the bucket full of 

dinosaurs Ian Whybrow 
The Adventures of an 

Astronaut: Illustrated book for 

kids about Space. By Peter J 

 

Y1 Moon Zoom Paddington’s Travels Enchanted Woodland  
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

Aliens Love 

Underpants by Claire 

Freedman 

Jasper Space Dog by Hilary 

Robinson  

Look Up! by Nathan 

Bryon 

Traction Man by Mini 

Grey 

The puffin fantastic book 

of first poems June 

Crebbin (p) 

 

The Queen’s Hat by 
Steve Antony 

A Bear Called Paddington 

collection Michael Bond 

Usourne Look Inside 

London Jonathon Melmoth 

Peter Alan (nf) 

 

Paddington at the 

Tower by Michael 

Bond 

A Bear Called Paddington 

collection Michael Bond 

A first book of nature 

Nicola Davies (nf/p) 

 

 

Little Red by Bethan 

Woollvin 

Town mouse, Country   

mouse by Libby Walden & 

Richard Jones 

Fantastic Mr Fox BY 

Roald Dahl 

We build our own 

homes Laura Knowles 

 

 

  

Bog Baby by Jeanne 

Willis 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldon 

The Bear and the Piano by 

David Litchfield 

Fantastic Mr Fox Roald Dahl 

King Arthur and the Knights 

of the Round Table by 

Marcia Williams 

Y2 Towers, Tunnels and Turrets Around the World Beach Combers  
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

The Dragon Snatcher 
by M. P. Robertson 

Zog by Julia Donaldson  

The clockwork dragon by 

Jonathan Emmett   

Knight in Training by 

Vivian French 

A first poetry book by Pie 

Corbett  

 

 

 

Rapunzel by  Bethan 

Woollvin 

The dragon machine by 

Helen Ward  

Knight in Training by 

Vivien French 

Christopher Columbus by 

Minna Lacey  

 

Grandad’s Island by 

Benji Davies  

The green ship by Quentin 

Blake  

Usbourne Illustrated 

stories from around the 

world Lesley Sims 

Little People Big Dreams- 

Amelia Earhart 

 

 

Little Red and the Very 

Hungry Lion by Alex T 

Smith 

Nellie Choc ice, Penguin 

Explorer by Jeremy Strong 

Usbourne Illustrated 

stories from around the 

world Lesley Sims 

Britannica first big book of 

why Sally Symes 

 

 

 

 

The Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch by  
David Armitage and 

Ronda Armitage 

The Night Pirates by  Peter 

Harris 

Oliver and the Seawigs 

Phillip Reeeve and Sarah 

McIntyre 

 

The Seabook by 

Charlotte Milner  

Oliver and the Seawigs Phillip 

Reeeve and Sarah McIntyre 

Once Upon a Raindrop: The 

Story of Water 

James Carter 



 

 

Y3 Go with the flow Through the Ages Respectful Romans  (inc Bee minitopic) 
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

Flood by Avaro F Villa 

Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon  

The River Singers by Tom 

Moorhouse  

Why Water's Worth It 

Lori Harrison 

 

The River Singers by 

Tom Moorhouse  

The Sandman and the Turtle 

by Michael Morpurgo  

Horrible Histories- savage 

stone age  Terry Deary  

First Drawing By  

Mordicai Gerstein 

Glog by Pippa Goodhart 

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 

Kitamura 

The puffin book of utterly 

brilliant poetry by Brian 

Patten  

  

The Iron Man by Ted 

Hughes 

Secrets of Stonehenge by 

Mick Manning (nf) 

 

Escape to Pompeii by 
Christina Balit  

Roman myths by Geraldine 

McCaughtrean 

Meet the Romans by 

James Davies 

 

Bee by Charlotte Voake  

Roman Mysteries The thieves 

of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence 

The 50 States by Gabrielle 

Balkan & Sol Linero 

 

Y4  Road Trip USA Ancient Greece Traders and Raiders  
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

Queen of the Falls by 

Chris Allsburg 

The matchbox diary by Paul 

Fleischman and Bagram 

Ibatoulline 

50 Adventures in the 50 

States Kate Siber & Lydia 

Hill  

 

Henry’s Freedom Box 

by Ellen Levine 

The good thieves by 

Katherine Rundell 

The orchard book of 

Greek myths Gerraldine  
McCaughrean  

 

Leo and the Gorgon’s 

Curse by Joe Todd-

Stanton 

The Corinthian Girl by 

Christina Balit 

Who Let the Gods Out? 

Maz Evans 

Horrible Histories- 

Groovy Greeks  Terry 

Deary  

Theseus and the 

Minotaur by Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

Who Let the Gods Out? Maz 

Evans 

You Wouldn't Want to Be 

a Viking Explorer, Dave 

Antram,  Andrew Langley  

How to Train your 

Dragon by Cressida 

Cowell 

The Princess Who Hid in a 

Tree by Jackie Holderness 

& Alan Marks 

I don’t like poetry Joshua 

Seigal 

How to Train your 

Dragon by Cressida 

Cowell 

Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

A street through time Anne 

Millard 

 

Y5 Industrial Stafford Unique Egypt Crime and punishment  
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

Varmints by Helen 

Ward 

The tin forest by Helen 

Ward  

Revolting Rhymes by 

Roald Dahl 

 

Voice: Son of the 

Circus- A Victorian 

Story by E.L. Norry  

Oliver Twist by Charlies 

Dickens  

Horrible Histories- 

Awesome Egyptians  Terry 

Deary  

Marcy and the Riddle 

of the Sphinx by Joe 

Todd Stanton 

The Phoenix Code by Helen 

Moss 

The story of Tutankhamun 

Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

 

Secrets of the sun king 

by Emma Carol 

What’s so special about 

Shakespeare? Michael 

Rosen  

 

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone 

by JK Rowling 

The Highwayman extracts 

by Alfred Noyes & Charles 

Keeping 

A Stage Full of 

Shakespeare Stories 

Angela McAllister 

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone by 

JK Rowling 

Crookhaven: The School For 

Thieves by J.J. Arcanjo  

You wouldn’t want to be a 

WW2 pilot! Ian Graham  

 

Y6 A Child’s War Dynamic Darwin Hola Mexico! 
Writing 

journey 

 

Book Club 

 

End of day 

The Journey by 

Francesca Sanna 

Archie’s War 

By Marcia Williams 

Private Peaceful Michael 

Morpurgo 

Missing- the true story of 

my family in WW2 

Michael Rosen  

Rose Blanche by 
Christophe Gallaz and 

Roberto Innocenti 

Goodnight Mister Tom by 

Michelle Magorian 

Private Peaceful Michael 

Morpurgo 

Moth Isabel Thomas  

How to Live Forever 

by Colin Thompson 

Moth: an evolution story by 

Isabel Thomas  

The Origin of Species 

Sabina Radeva 

 

The Land of Never 

believe by  Norman 

Messenger 

Boy by Roald Dahl 

The biography of Frida 

Kahlo Susan B Katz  

 

The Rainplayer by  
David Wisniewski 

Holes By Louis Sachar 

Folktales of Mexico: 

Horse hooves and 

chicken feet: traditional 

Mexican stories Neil 

Phillip 

Holes By Louis Sachar 

Funky chickens Benjamin 

Zephaniah 


