
JOHN WHEELDON PRIMARY ACADEMY End of Day Class Readers  

THE IMPORTANCE OF DAILY READING  

Reading is essential for children to become successful in school and in their journey through life. Most of a child’s learning 

is gained from reading books. The better a child can read, the easier it will be for them to learn what they need to in 

school.  

As with younger children, reading aloud to older pupils is a key way of supporting their development as readers, ‘even though pupils can 

now read independently’. At John Wheeldon we believe that reading aloud fosters positive attitudes, enhances pupils’ motivation to read, 

and develops vocabulary and other knowledge, including of books, authors and genres that they might not choose to read for themselves. It 

also contributes indirectly to their fluency, as they listen to an accomplished reader bring a text to life. It is a powerful driver for improving 

pupils’ reading and all-round education, as well as having a positive impact on their social and emotional wellbeing. It can also be a time of 

genuine enjoyment for the whole class, a shared experience sparking reflection and discussion. 

Teachers in John Wheeldon provide story time for every class, at least four times a week for at least 10 minutes during the school day. This 

list of book was created in collaboration with teachers and children and provides a bank of core texts that all children will have read to them 

by the time they leave us in Year 6. Books have been carefully chosen from popular children authors, subject areas linked to ongoing and 

upcoming topics, with a mix of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

Each half term books are delivered to children gift wrapped to provide an element of wonder and intrigue to discover their new class books. 

Longer fiction stories will tend to run over a term, with an alternative non-fiction or poetry book to dip into over a half term. Children will 

be exposed to different genres and topics for discussion as well as gaining a host of other benefits. 

Whether reading a classic novel or fairy tales, reading aloud to children can significantly benefit a child’s life. Some 

additional benefits reading daily to children include:  

 Supported cognitive development 

 Improved language skills 

 Preparation for academic success 

 Developing a special bond with your child 

 Increased concentration and discipline 

 Improved imagination and creativity 

 Cultivating a lifelong love of reading 
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Year  Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS Usborne Illustrated Fairy Tales (Anthologies & 

Treasuries) 

And 

Short stories linked to topic and child choice 

 

 

Usbourne Illustrated Animal Stories (Illustrated 

Story Collections) 

And 

Short stories linked to topic and child choice 

The Adventures of an Astronaut: Illustrated book 

for kids about Space. By Peter J 

You Choose in Space by Pippa Goodhart 

And 

Short stories linked to topic and child choice 

1 Jasper Space Dog by 

Hilary Robinson 

Genre: letters 

Theme: ambitions  

 

 

The puffin fantastic book of 

first poems by June 

Crebbin 

Genre: poetry 

Theme: various 

 

A Bear Called Paddington by Michael Bond 

 

Genre: short story 

Theme: kindness, family, accepting others 

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl 

 

Genre: story- humour 

Theme- revenge, social justice 

Look Up!  

by Nathan Bryon 

 

Genre: short story 

Theme: appreciating the 

environment 

Little People Big Dreams 

King Charles by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez Vegara (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

biography 

Theme: significant people, 

royalty 

Usbourne Look Inside 

London by Jonathon 

Melmoth Peter Alan 

Genre: non-fiction- fact 

file 

Theme: exploration, 

London 

We build our own 

homes by Laura 

Knowles (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction 

Theme:  architects of 

the animal world 

A first book of nature 

by Nicola Davies (nf/p) 

Genre: poetry 

Theme: nature 

King Arthur and the 

Knights of the Round 

Table by Marcia 

Williams 

Genre: non-fiction- fact 

files/legends 

Theme: the past, 

bravery 

2 Knight in Training by Vivien French 

Genre: narrative- fantasy/humour 

Theme: bravery, friendship, 

Usbourne Illustrated stories from around the 

world by Lesley Sims 

Genre: narrative- traditional tales 

Theme: bravery, good over bad, trickery 

Oliver and the Seawigs by Phillip Reeeve and Sarah 

McIntyre 

Genre: narrative- adventure 

Theme: injustice, survival, family 

A first poetry book by 

Pie Corbett (p) 

Genre: poetry 

Theme: various 

Little People Big Dreams- 

Amelia Earhart by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Genre: non-fiction- 

biography 

Theme: bravery, 

overcoming difficulties  

Christopher Columbus 

by Minna Lacey (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

biography 

Theme: exploration, 

travel 

Britannica first big book 

of Why by Sally Symes 

(nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

explanation 

Theme: weird and 

wonderful 

The Seabook by 

Charlotte Milner (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

NCR 

Theme: wonders of the 

sea 

Once Upon a Raindrop: 

The Story of Water by 

James Carter (nf) 

Genre: poetry- 

descriptive verse 

Theme: nature, science  
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3 The River Singers by Tom Moorhouse 

Genre: narrative-animals 

Theme: friendship, loyalty, moving 

Stone Age Boy  by 

Satoshi Kitamura 

Genre: adventure story 

Theme: time travel, 

destiny 

 

 

 

Secrets of Stonehenge 

by Mick Manning (nf) 

Genre: true story 

Theme: origins, history 

Roman Mysteries The thieves of Ostia by Caroline 

Lawrence 

Genre: mystery story 

Theme: equality, loyalty, friendship, Romans 

Why Water's Worth It 

by Lori Harrison 

Genre: narrative non-

ficiton 

Theme: empowerment, 

environment 

Horrible Histories- savage 

stone age by Terry Deary 

(nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- various 

Theme: humour, gruesome 

facts 

The puffin book of 

utterly brilliant poetry 

by  Brian Patten (p) 

Genre: poetry- various 

Theme: various 

Roman myths by 

Geraldine 

McCaughtrean 

Genre: myths 

Theme: heroism, 

bravery  

 

 

Meet the Romans by 

James Davies (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

various 

Theme: Romans 

The 50 States Gabrielle 

by Balkan & Sol Linero 

(nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- fact 

files 

Theme: travel 

4 The Good Thieves by Katherine Rundell 

Genre: adventure fiction 

Theme: social inequality, Victorian New York 

Who Let the Gods Out? By Maz Evans 

Genre: fantasy story 

Theme: Humour, good versus evil, myths and 

legends, mental health, greed, poverty, Greeks 

How to Train your 

Dragon by Cressida 

Cowell 

Genre: fantasy story 

Theme: bullying, power, 

growing up, Vikings 

 

 

Beowulf by Michael 

Morpurgo 

Genre: narrative legend 

Theme: loyalty 

50 Adventures in the 50 

States by  Kate Siber & 

Lydia Hill (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- fact 

files 

Theme: travel, USA 

The orchard book of 

Greek myths by Gerraldine  

McCaughrean 

Genre: myths 

Theme: heroism, bravery, 

Greeks  

 

Horrible Histories- 

Groovy Greeks  by 

Terry Deary (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

various 

Theme: humour, 

gruesome facts 

You Wouldn't Want to 

Be a Viking Explorer by 

Dave Antram,  Andrew 

Langley (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction 

picture book 

Theme: Vikings, bravery, 

right and wrong 

 

I don’t like poetry by 

Joshua Seigal (p) 

Genre: poetry 

Theme: various 

A street through time 

by Anne Millard (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction 

Theme: history, 

evolution 
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5 Voice: Son of the Circus- A Victorian Story by E.L. 

Norry 

Genre: historical fiction 

Theme: discrimination 

Secrets of the sun king by Emma Carol 

Genre: adventure story 

Theme: history, friendship, family, trust, secrets 

 

 

 

Crookhaven: The School For Thieves by J.J. 

Arcanjo 

Genre: fantasy story 

Theme: trust, family, friendship 

Revolting Rhymes  by 

Roald Dahl (p) 

Genre: poetry- 

traditional tales 

Theme: tales with a twist 

Horrible Histories- 

Awesome Egyptians  by 

Terry Deary (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- various 

Theme: humour, gruesome 

facts 

The story of 

Tutankhamun by 

Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

(nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

comic   

Theme: unearthing 

civilisations 

 

 

What’s so special about 

Shakespeare? By 

Michael Rosen (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction- 

biography 

Theme: relationships, 

Tudors 

A Stage Full of 

Shakespeare Stories by 

Angela McAllister 

Genre: historical fiction 

Theme: good vs evil, 

foolishness, bravery 

You wouldn’t want to 

be a WW2 pilot! by  Ian 

Graham (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction 

picture book 

Theme: WW2, bravery, 

right and wrong 

6 

 

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 

Genre: historical narrative 

Theme: WW1, injustice, right and wrong 

Darwin’s Dragons by Lindsay Gavin 

Genre: adventure story/true story 

Theme: time, friendship, kindness, evolution 

 

 

 

Oh! Maya Gods by Maz Evans 

Genre: narrative- humorous/adventure  

Theme: Maya, myths 

Missing- the true story of 

my family in WW2 by 

Michael Rosen (nf) 

Genre: 

autobiography/memoir  

Theme: WW2, loss, 

family 

Moth by Isabel Thomas (nf) 

Genre: picture book 

poetry 

Theme: survival, hope, 

evolution 

 

The Origin of Species 

by Sabina Radeva (nf) 

Genre: non-fiction  

Theme: evolution, 

adaptation 

The biography of Frida 

Kahlo by Susan B Katz 

(nf) 

Genre: biography 

Theme: Mexico, 

passion, overcoming set 

backs  

Folktales of Mexico: 

Horse hooves and 

chicken feet: traditional 

Mexican stories by Neil 

Phillip 

Genre: traditional tales 

Theme: Mexico, 

bravery, good v evil 

 

Funky chickens by 

Benjamin Zephaniah (p) 

Genre: poetry 

Theme: various 

 

 


