
 

JOHN WHEELDON PRIMARY ACADEMY BOOK CLUB TEXTS 

Year  Autumn Spring Summer 

Picture (short unit 3-4 

weeks) 

Chapter Picture (short unit 3-

4 weeks) 

Chapter Picture (short unit 3-4 

weeks) 

Chapter 

1 RWInc RWInc RWInc RWInc Town mouse, 

Country mouse by 

Libby Walden & 

Richard Jones 

Genre: picture book 

Theme: home 

The Gruffalo by 

Julia Donaldon 

Genre: picture 

book 

Theme: courage, 

wit 

The Bear and the 

Piano by David 

Litchfield 

Genre: picture 

book 

Theme: belonging 

2 Zog by Julia 

Donaldson 

Genre: Rhyming 

picture book 

Theme: 

The clockwork 

dragon by 

Jonathan Emmett  

Genre: picture 

book Theme: 

good vs bad 

The dragon 

machine by Helen 

Ward 

Genre: fantasy 

picture book 

Theme: loneliness 

The green ship by 

Quentin Blake 

Genre: adventure story 

Theme: friendship  

Nellie Choc ice, Penguin 

Explorer by Jeremy 

Strong 

Genre: adventure story 

Theme: survival, using 

knowledge 

The night pirates by Peter 

Harris 

Genre: rhyming picture book 

Theme: seeking adventure, 

family 

Oliver and the Seawigs by 

Phillip Reeve 

Genre: narrative- adventure  

Theme: injustice, survival, 

family 

3 Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon 

Genre:  picture book 

Theme: caring for the 

environment 

The Sandman and the Turtle 

by Michael Morpurgo 

Genre: fantasy story 

Theme: moving, family 

Glog by Pippa Goodhart 

Genre: prehistoric story 

Theme: survival, family 

The Iron Man by Ted 

Hughes 

Genre: fantasy story 

Theme: bravery, 

prejudice, inclusion 

Roman Myths By Geraldine 

McCaughtrean 

Genre: myths 

Theme: heroism, bravery 

Roman Mysteries The thieves 

of Ostia Caroline Lawrence 

Genre: mystery story 

Theme: equality, loyalty, 

friendship, Romans 

4 The matchbox diary by Paul 

Fleischman and Bagram 

Ibatoulline 

Genre: narrative recount, 

immigration 

The good thieves by 

Katherine Rundell 

Genre: adventure story 

Theme: unlikely friendships 

The Corinthian Girl by 

Christina Balit 

Genre: historical picture 

book 

Theme: slavery 

Who Let the Gods Out 

by Maz Evans 

Genre: narrative myths 

Theme: good vs evil 

The Princess Who Hid in a 

Tree by Jackie Holderness 

& Alan Marks 

Genre: historical picture 

book 

Theme: friendship, kindness 

Beowulf by Michael 

Morpurgo 

Genre: narrative legend 

Theme: loyalty 

5 The tin forest by Helen 

Ward 

Genre: picture book 

Theme: the environment, 

recycling 

Oliver Twist extracts by 

Charlies Dickens 

Genre: historical fiction 

Theme: poverty, survival 

The Phoenix Code by Helen Moss 

Genre: narrative mystery 

Theme: greed, trust 

The Highwayman extracts by 

Alfred Noyes & Charles 

Keeping 

Genre: historical fiction 

Theme: love and death 

Crookhaven: The School For 

Thieves by J.J. Arcanjo 

Genre: narrative fantasy 

Theme: family and friendship 

6 

 

Archie’s War 

By Marcia Williams 

Genre: narrative 

recount/letter 

Theme: growing up, war 

Goodnight Mister Tom by 

Michelle Magorian 

Genre: historical fiction 

Theme: family, friendship 

Moth: an evolution story 

by Isabel Thomas 

Genre: picture book 

poetry Theme: survival, 

hope, evolution 

Boy by Roald Dahl 

Genre: autobiography 

Theme: family, 

community 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Genre: narrative mystery 

Theme: fate, friendship 

 


