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Intent 

Reading is at the heart of the curriculum at John Wheeldon Primary Academy. We 

believe that reading is an essential life skill and we are committed to enabling our 

children to become lifelong readers. It is a skill that enables children to develop their 

learning across the wider curriculum and lays the foundations for success in future.  

We want our pupils to become readers for life; readers who develop the habit of 

reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information; who acquire a wide 

vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading and who have a knowledge and  appreciation of our rich and varied literary 

heritage. Reading underpins children’s ability to access and understand their global 

world. We want all children to be confident readers who are able to decode and 

comprehend with accuracy, speed and confidence. 

We recognise the importance of taking a consistent whole school approach to the 

teaching of reading in order to close any gaps and to target the highest possible 

number of children attaining the expected standard or higher. Reading forms a key 

part of all learning experiences with a focus on extending children's language. Children 

are provided with a range of reading opportunities, encouraging a love of reading that 

will stay with them throughout their lives.  

Our aim is for all children to see themselves as readers; who are discerning about what 

they like; who are adventurous in their choice of reading material and who are 

motivated to read widely and constantly.   

Implementation 

Early Reading (Word reading): 

To ensure that every child in our academy will learn to read we ensure we use one 

synthetic phonics programme from YR to Y2. We use Read Write Inc. to teach phonics 

and graphic knowledge (common exception words and tricky words). 

From the first half term of starting school, children in EYFS begin letter sound 

correspondence. 

Reading books in EYFS and KS1 match our phonics programme. Children are taught 

specific phonemes / graphemes and then have access to the equivalent books that 

reinforce the phonics that have been explicitly taught. Children take these reading 

books home on a daily basis. We encourage parents to hear their child read at home to 

develop fluency. Our expectation is that children read at home 3x per week. Each child 

is given a Reading Diary for the parents to use to make comments about their child’s 

reading. The teacher monitors these in order to ensure children are reading at home 

and also to gain information about other books that children may have access to at 



home. When children in keystage 1 complete the RWInc course, they move into our 

reading comprehension lessons.  

Reading Comprehension (and Responding to Texts): 

Whole Class Reading Lessons- Book Club 

At John Wheeldon children hear, share and discuss a range of high quality texts 

through our whole class Literacy teaching, both in terms of fiction and non-fiction. It is 

the expectation that all genres are covered (fiction/non-fiction/poetry) across a term 

in year group to ensure progression and breadth of coverage. Explicit teaching of 

reading comprehension takes place as part of “Book Club” lessons.  

In keystage 1, Book Club lessons consist of daily time to consolidate set 3 sounds and 

green and red words from the RWInc scheme. The remaining 30 minutes of each 

session is spent based around a text. The first half of the week explores a core picture 

or chapter book taken from our long term plan, and the second half of the week is 

based around a stand alone text to expose children to a range of genres, styles and 

themes. 

In keystage 2 children have Book Club lessons which consist of a one-hour session 

followed by 4 shorter sessions each week. Children spend time at the beginning of the 

week exploring a key text taken from our reading spine. The emphasis of the one-hour 

session is to promote a love of reading, delve deeper into texts, build rich and detailed 

discussions on texts and deepen understanding of vocabulary in and out of context. 

Activities are designed around thinking deeper questions including narrative immersion 

strategies, table and peer discussion and an element of written work. Work is marked 

with the children to support and move learning on. 

Midweek, a new text is shared where reading and book talk is modelled by teachers, 

before features of the text are marked and discussed with a focus on showing a rich 

understanding of the text. The children are then modelled how to answer a variety of 

questions to demonstrate a sound comprehension of the text. They have the 

opportunity to answer questions in small groups, pairs and finally, independently. 

Year 6 follow the same reading sessions as year 2 with daily lessons. 

We ensure children of all ages at John Wheeldon learn comprehension strategies and 

are able to respond to texts. We teach and assess through the following key reading 

domains: 

● Vocabulary (and grammar – linguistic knowledge) 

● Inference 

● Prediction 

● Explanation 



● Retrieval 

● Summarising (KS1) / Sequencing (KS2) 

The level of challenge increases throughout the year groups through the complexity of 

texts being read. It is recognised that reading comprehension relies heavily on 

knowledge. Our broad curriculum aides reading comprehension by ensuring that children 

gain the knowledge of the world in which they live and bring such knowledge to their 

reading. 

Accelerated Reader 

In addition to our ‘Book Club” sessions, children are also encouraged to read their own 

texts for reading for pleasure. Our pupils develop a range of reading skills, as well as a 

love of reading, through the Accelerated Reader programme. Pupils read books at their 

own reading and interest levels, enabling a greater sense of enjoyment and success. 

Best of all, they learn and grow at their own pace.  Children are given a ZPD level 

through our STAR reader assessment and then able to choose a book based on their 

ZPD from our school library. All children from Year 1 to Year 6 are actively involved in 

our Accelerated Reader programme, which hooks them in to reading and leads them on 

a quest for their next best read. 

Accelerated Reader challenges our children and encourages them to extend their 

reading experience. Once they have read a book, the children take a quiz on it. A result 

of 85% or more in that quiz means the words are added to their word count. The 

children try to beat their monthly target, which takes them closer to their ‘Millionaire 

Reader’ award. 

The Star reading assessment informs our children (and their teacher) of the number 

and colour of their reading level. Our teaching staff are available daily to support the 

children, as they choose their books from our busy school library. This quizzing element 

to the programme is to encourage challenge and interest directly linked to the books 

pupils have read.  Children gain rewards based on the number books read and the 

numbers of words their books contain. Challenges within phases to see which class 

reads the most encourage a healthy competition and provide another motivation to 

read. 



 

Impact 

Research shows that children who enjoy reading achieve higher outcomes across the 

curriculum. We want all children to form positive reading habits and become 

experienced readers before they move on to the next stage of their education.  

 

As a result of a strong reading curriculum offer, John Wheeldon Primary Academy 

leavers will: 

• Have confidence in their reading ability 

• Be able to access a range of texts for pleasure and enjoyment 

• Read fluently with expression 

• Have a good understanding of vocabulary and grammar in texts they read 

• Have positive attitudes about reading 

• See general knowledge and personal experiences feed into what they read 

• Respond to reading in detail focusing their understanding of texts on the 

authors ideas and intention for the reader 

• Have read over 100 different books or more by the time they leave us. 

We are determined that every child at John Wheeldon Primary Academy will learn 

to read before reading to learn and develop a love of reading. 

 


