
Parent  
Newsletter 

 

Friday January 9th 2026 

Principal’s Update 

Happy New Year! 

 It has been a very strange start back to the 
year. I am looking forward to next week being a 
full week. The children, however, have quickly 
settled back into school. The atmosphere and 

purposeful learning around school is lovely to see.  

Welcome back to Mrs Nicholls (AKA Miss Witton) 
it is lovely to have you back in Year 5.  

Have a good weekend and stay safe.  

Mrs Clarke  

 

This Week’s Attendance Winners 
 
Overall attendance winners this week are: 
KS1: 1DD 96% 
LKS2:3JC 97% 
UKS2: 5LN 99% 

2026—The year of Reading! 
 

The National Year of Reading 2026 is a campaign to 
address the steep decline in reading amongst 

children, young people and adults. To acknowledge 
this, we will continue to have a focus on 

celebrating, embracing and promoting reading in 
our school. This year, we will continue to explore 

the joy, imagination and learning that books bring. 
Through fun activities, special events and daily 

reading moments, we’ll be encouraging all students 
to develop a love of reading and grow their 

confidence as readers. Each week, we will also be 
sharing and celebrating a different author, giving 

students the chance to discover new stories, styles 
and voices. Scroll down on the newsletter to  see 

this week’s author of the week.  
 

To promote reading in school we offer the 
following: 

 
• Raffle ticket rewards for three times reading 

at home—entered into a prize draw with a 
chance of winning a £10 book voucher! 

• Reading hubs around school—Starbooks, 
Reading Jungle etc. 

• Our large school library filled with lots of 
different genres. 

• Reading Ambassadors to help promote a love 
of reading school. 

• Daily class books read by an adult 
• Reading volunteers to read with children in 

each year group. 
• Reading corners set up in every classroom. 

• Daily DEAR (Drop everything and read) time. 
• Library trips for each class. 

• Reading workshops for school age and pre 
school children. 

• Reading Newsletter 
 

We’re excited to make reading a big part of our 
school life in 2026! 

The following video offers a child’s perspective 
about their love of reading. 

 
The Power and Importance of...READING! | Luke Bakic | 

TEDxYouth@TBSWarsaw  
 

Happy Reading!  

Big Thoughts 
 

We continue to explore a ‘big thoughts’ image with 
each class on a weekly basis. The intention of this 
is to promote discussion and opinions, encourage 
open communication and to expose children to 

current news stories that are impacting the world 
around them. Having the opportunity to express 
own views and listen to and respect others is a 

vital skill of being a good citizen. By sharing the 
‘big thoughts’ on our newsletter, it gives further 
opportunity to develop these communication skills 

at home.  
This week’s questions links to online creator 

coming together in Dubai to talk about how their 
influence affects people around the world.  

 
 

Can  famous 
people help 

others make 
good choices?  

 
 

Coffee Morning— Next Friday 9am 
Hannah, from the Mental Health Support Team, 

will be in school to support and answer any 
questions/concerns around mental health in and 
out of school. Please feel free to pop in for a 

cuppa and a chat! Spring Term Clubs 

Don’t forget that our Spring Term Clubs are now live to 
book on to via Parent Pay. If your child does not have a 
space, message the office and they will be added on to 

the waiting list.  

Clubs start next week!  

https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-for-pleasure/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/reading-for-pleasure/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW2r5uStgG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW2r5uStgG0


Author of the Week! 
 

Friday January 9th 2026 



Upcoming Event 
 

Friday January 9th 2026 



Weekly Achievements 
 

Friday January 9th 2026 

Outstanding award winners for the week are… 
 

KS1 
 

EYFS: Alora, Dominic and Regan 
Year 1: Ayda, Harper and Georgie 

Year 2: Thea, Matilda and Thomas S 
 

KS2 
 

Year 3: Mila B, Lily M, Chloe P and Helena 
Year 4: Oscar W, Ioli and Rocco 

Year 5: Oliver, Colbie-Lee and all of 5LN 
Year 6: Serenity, Lola and Molly 

 
  

Additional Achievements  
 

Holly (Y3) - Brownie Climbing and swimming award 
Ioli (Y4)—Karate student of the week  

Albert (Y2) - Gymnastic Head Coach award 
 



Key Dates 
 
 
 

Friday December 19th 2025 

Key Dates 2025/26 

Start of Spring term 1 Tuesday 6th January 

Wellbeing Coffee Morning Friday 16th January 9am 

Y6 Library Visits 20th, 22nd, 26th January 

Parent Forum with Senior Leaders Monday 26th January 3.25pm 

Y4 Laches Wood Visit Monday 2nd -4th February 

Children’s Mental Health Week Week commencing Monday 9th 
February 

End of Spring term 1 Friday 13th February 

HALF TERM Monday 16th February – 20th 
February 

Start of Spring term 2 Monday 23rd February 

EYFS Chinese dancing experience Monday 23rd February 

Y5 Library Visits 2nd, 3rd March 

Y5 Quidditch Enrichment activity Thursday 5th March 

Y1 Ancient High House Visits 11th, 12th March 

EYFS Amerton Farm Visit Tuesday 17th March 

4JF Ukulele performance Monday 23rd March 

Parents Evenings 24th, 25th March 

INSET day/End of Spring term 2 Friday 27th March 

Easter Holidays Monday 30th March – Friday 10th 
April 

Start of Summer term 1 Monday 13th April 

End of Summer term 1 Friday 22nd May 

HALF TERM Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 

INSET day Monday 1st June 

Start of Summer 2 Tuesday 2nd June 

End of Summer term 2 Friday 17th July 

INSET day Monday 20th July 


